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Coast to Coast Legal Aid of South Florida (CCLA) provides free civil legal services to low-income and otherwise 
eligible residents of Broward County. CCLA protects and defends the legal rights of families, seniors, veterans, and 
underserved populations such as homeless persons, victims of domestic violence, and persons living with HIV/
AIDS. Every year CCLA provides critical assistance to thousands of individuals who could otherwise not afford legal 
representation. We strengthen our community by stabilizing families in crisis, opening pathways to justice, and 
encouraging social and economic growth.

WHO WE ARE

People have accessed free legal assistance 
since the start of CCLA in 2004

44,000+
Individuals or families with family law 

issues were assisted during 2021

868
Broward residents accessed free 

legal assistance during 2021

3500+

215,000+ live in poverty and 
cannot afford legal help

215,000
Broward County has an estimated 

1.97 million residents

1.97M
There is 1 full-time CCLA attorney 

for every 3,770 people in need

3,770
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Dear Stakeholders,

As we navigated the new challenges of our changing world, 2021 was filled 
with endless adjustments. Coast to Coast Legal Aid of South Florida, Inc.’s 
(CCLA) loyal staff remained steadfast in their drive to provide high quality, 
critical legal services to those who so dearly need our advocacy. I am incred-
ibly proud of their life-changing work.

Still combating the effects of the pandemic, and the unique economic and 
societal challenges upon us, more than 3,500 Broward residents accessed 
free legal assistance from CCLA in 2021. With more people than ever living 
in poverty in Broward County, and many more eligible through our special 
grants, CCLA’s online applications have flowed in and our phone never stops 
ringing. Every day, our attorneys assert and defend the legal rights of under-

served families, senior citizens, veterans, victims of domestic violence, immigrants, and persons living with HIV/
AIDS.

Just one of our many wonderful programs, the innovative Mobile Justice Squad project, provides a wide range 
of legal assistance to our community’s homebound, disabled, and transportation-challenged senior citizens. This 
mobile law office travels far and wide throughout the county responding to the unique legal needs of our most 
vulnerable generation.

In 2021, over 18,590 visitors visited CCLA’s website looking for legal assistance or information, almost double the 
number of visitors from 2019. Our creative and dedicated staff regularly update our content to inform the public 
about emerging legal issues and available programs. CCLA staff develops connections with partner organizations 
to introduce vital assistance and programs to our community. Our outreach plan integrates in-person events with 
virtual training and educational opportunities across our social media platforms. We post timely and important 
information on our website and social media sites, drawing thousands of views.

CCLA helps Broward County residents build safer, healthier and more stable lives. Of utmost importance to CCLA, 
is reaching out to alert community partners and vulnerable populations to the availability of our legal resources. 
In 2021, our attorneys received national and local recognition throughout countless media outlets, shedding light 
on the significant impact of our work; this expanded our reach to an audience of more than 580 million.

The commitment and wisdom of our active Board of Directors, the contribution of time from pro-bono attorneys 
and volunteers, the financial support from our sponsors and donors, have all been integral to CCLA’s success. Legal 
Services Corporation, VOCA, Area Agency on Aging of Broward County, The Jim Moran Foundation, and Legal 
Aid Service of Broward County are just a few of the funders and partners who have worked closely with us and 
shown extreme dedication to the legal needs and well-being of Broward County’s citizens. We could not do this 
work without their help.

Each day we do our very best to make a positive impact on this community to make it a better place for our clients 
to live. Thank you for your support!

Sincerely,

Lisa G. Goldberg, Executive Director



WHY IT MATTERS

Maria* dated Cody* for four years, enduring severe physical abuse throughout their relationship. 
Eventually, Maria realized that it was not safe for her to be around Cody and ended the relationship. 
After ending the relationship, Cody showed up unannounced at Maria’s workplace. Upon seeing her 
talking to a customer, Cody became angry and demanded that Maria tell the customer to leave. As 
Maria pleaded with Cody to calm down, he screamed at her, punched her in the stomach, and left 
the scene before the police arrived. The next day, Cody convinced Maria to meet him in the parking 
lot at a nearby department store so she could return his personal belongings. Cody assured Maria 
that there would be security cameras in the parking lot so she would be safe. When Maria arrived at 

the parking lot, it was empty and quiet. Cody asked her to get into his vehicle so they could talk about what happened the 
day before. Maria reluctantly got into his vehicle, but soon realized that he did not want to talk about the incident but rather 
argue about it. She tried to open the door of the vehicle to leave but he locked her inside of the car. When she asked him 
again to let her out of the car, Cody pulled out a knife, pressed it to her thigh, and told her he would slit her throat if she tried 
to leave the vehicle again. For the next few hours, Maria waited in fear. When Cody finally fell asleep, she exited the vehicle 
and escaped from the parking lot before Cody realized she was gone.

Maria went straight to the courthouse to file a Petition for Injunction for Protection Against Dating Violence. She was granted 
a Temporary Injunction and reached out to Coast to Coast Legal Aid of South Florida (CCLA) for representation at her final 
evidentiary hearing. CCLA worked extensively with Maria to prepare for the final hearing. CCLA uploaded photos of her 
injuries to the Court’s system, subpoenaed the officer who responded to the incident at Maria’s place of employment, and 
also held virtual practice hearings. Finally, CCLA proceeded to a final evidentiary hearing. At the final evidentiary hearing, the 
Judge did not want to proceed because Cody was not present. CCLA argued that Cody was properly served and had notice 
of the court proceedings, so it would not be a violation of his due process rights to proceed with a hearing. The Judge heard 
the arguments and conducted a final evidentiary hearing on Maria’s Petition for Injunction for Protection. The Judge found 
Maria’s testimony and the evidence credible. Ultimately, the Judge granted Maria a Final Judgment of Injunction for Protec-
tion Against Dating Violence until further order of the Court. Maria was grateful to receive CCLA’s guidance throughout this 
difficult time in her life. She finally felt safe and at peace knowing that Cody could not harm her anymore.

Story of Justice: Maria Fears for Her Life

Claudia* was married to her husband Ron* for almost 18 years before they separated. A few years before 
their separation, Ron started to become aggressive and violent. In one incident, Ron followed Claudia 
from her work event to their home. In a fit of jealousy, he proceeded to stop her vehicle, snatch a neck-
lace from her throat, and break her windshield. In addition, Ron would frequently involve the children 
in the marital disputes and tell the children that their mother was cheating on him. Worried about her 
and her children’s safety, Claudia filed for a restraining order. Ron agreed to an entry of Final Judgment 
of Injunction for Protection Against Domestic Violence for two years. Claudia also filed for divorce from 
her spouse during the proceedings of the injunction. Claudia reached out to Coast to Coast Legal Aid of 
South Florida (CCLA) for free civil legal assistance in both the injunction for protection and divorce case.

It took almost two years to complete Claudia’s divorce litigation. During those two years, Ron frequently changed addresses, 
did not file amended financial affidavits, did not provide discovery, did not follow the time-sharing agreement, and did not 
provide any court ordered child support. Ron was determined to delay the proceedings and continued to ask for the marital 
home to be sold in order for him to receive half the profits. Claudia continued to live in the marital home after their separation 
and continued to pay all the expenses for the children and marital home by herself. After the Court heard all the testimony 
and evidence at final hearing, the Court awarded Claudia the marital home, retroactive child support, shared parental respon-
sibility with ultimate decision-making authority for the minor children, and 100% time-sharing until Ron completes a Batterer’s 
Intervention Program, Mental and Substance Abuse Evaluation, and any recommended treatment before seeing the minor 
children. Claudia has now been able to live in the home, in her name only, with her children in peace.

Story of Justice: Claudia Fights to Live Safe with Her Children

* Names and images have been changed to protect the privacy of our clients



The Serving Our Sisters (S.O.S) project at Coast to Coast Legal Aid of South Florida (CCLA) provides trau-
ma-informed civil legal services and outreach to assist female veterans in Broward County to reintegrate 
into civilian life. Since its inception in 2020, the project has helped more than 50 female veterans in Broward 
County access resources vital to their financial and medical security.

Female veterans face a unique set of needs that often go unmet. Female veterans experience military sexual 
trauma (MST) at significantly higher rates than the general population. In 2018 alone, the Department of 
Defense (DOD) received 7,623 reports of MST involving service members. The Center for Law and Military 
Policy found that on a daily basis, more than 70 military members experience MST. Women in the military 
are 16 times more likely to experience sexual trauma than their civilian counterparts. MST is a historically 
widespread problem.

Thousands of veterans leave the military with less than honorable discharges due to the behavioral symp-
toms of MST and PTSD. This often means that their access to veteran resources is severely limited or com-
pletely revoked. Veterans often return to civilian life without resources, guidance, or prior knowledge on 
how to address everyday issues. For MST victims, discussing trauma with lawyers or social workers unfa-
miliar with military culture can be complex. Many female veterans are uncomfortable with or do not trust 
assistance from the male-dominated Veterans Affairs health system. In short, finding services that are both 
veteran-specific and trauma-informed is challenging.

The S.O.S. project aims to help bridge this gap in legal service for veterans. With the assistance of social 
workers, healthcare providers, and other service providers for veterans, the project ensures that resources 
are in place to prevent recurring issues and support a long-term systematic change.

This first-of-its-kind project in Florida is an Equal Justice Works Fellowship sponsored by The Florida Bar. 
The project is helmed by Veteran and Equal Justice Works Fellow Brittany Brooks. To learn more about this 
project, contact CCLA at 954-736-2400.

Serving Our Sisters (S.O.S.) Provides 
Support for Female Veterans
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BY THE NUMBERS: 2021

Source Revenue
Legal Services Corporation (LSC) $2,733,174
Dept. of Legal Affairs (AG Office) $828,956
Jim Moran Foundation $409,246
Area Agency on Aging 
Broward County $326,167

United Way of Broward County $143,422
Equal Justice Works $137,087
LSC COVID-19 Response $117,803
National Crime Victim 
Law Institute $104,244

Florida Bar Foundation $87,515
FL Dept of Health - Ryan White $58,311
Other grantors $20,880
TOTAL $4,966,805
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Source Expense
Personnel $3,543,832
Grants to subrecipients $478,972
Space & Occupancy $289,702
Administrative Expenses $288,311
Contract Services $201,115
Other Operating Expenses $98,910
Insurance $51,177
Litigation $38,302
Special Events $20,999
Travel $18,435
Supplies $7,151
Postage $3,673
TOTAL $5,040,579
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DONORS

Birnbaum, Lippman & Gregoire, PLLC
JM Family Enterprises

Jacquelyn and Bruce Rogow
Keiser University

Setnor Byer Insurance and Risk
Shutts

$10,000 and Above

Florida Power & Light Company
Gunster
Kim Vaughan Lerner

Kelley Kronenberg
Kelley Uustal
Valley National Bank

Van Horn Law Group
Weiss Serota Helfman Cole & Bierman, P.L.
Zebersky Payne Shaw Lewenz, LLP

$5,000 - $9,999

Barrett, Hurt, Donahue, McLain & Mangan, P.A.
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC
GlantzLaw
GrayRobinson
Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Keller Landsberg P.A.
Krupnick Campbell
Liberman Cabrera Thompson & Reitman PLLC
MDT Marketing
Schlesinger Law Offices PA

Tripp Scott
Truist Bank
Alfred Zeiler

$2,500 - $4,999

Akerman
Lauren Alperstein
Banker Lopez Gassler, P.A.
John David Bogenschutz
Salvatore Calabrese
Carlos E Sandoval, P.A.
Centennial Bank
Cohen, Blostein & Ayala, P.A.
Daszkal Bolton
Diana Santa Maria P.A.
Barbara Eppedio

Derek Fahey
Fizke & Company
Brenda Forman
Michael Goldstein
Greaton & Greaton
Nathaniel Green
Haliczer Pettis & Schwamm, P.A.
Art and Belinda Keiser
La Cava Jacobson & Goodis, P.A.
Joshua Levenson
Mombach, Boyle, Hardin & Simmons, P.A.

Sheryl Ann Moore
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP
Nova Southeastern University
Jaclyn O’Connor
Olive Judd P.A.
Anthony Quackenbush
Douglas Reynolds
Robert M Bell PA
St. Thomas University College of Law

$600 - $2,499
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DONORS

John W. Agee
Nectaria Alamo
Heather Allen
John Ameen
Steven Appel
Arie Mrejen P.A.
Gisele Asmar
Thomas Balcerzak
Alvan Balent
John Barker
Adam Barnett
Evan Baron
Barbara Beilly
Eric Belsky
Melissa Bensel
Michael Berger
Steven Berkeley
Sarah Berlin
Keran Billaud
Wendy Blanton
Steven Bornstein
Robert Boutwell
Mario Bramnick
Broward County Trial Lawyers
Angel Burgos
Richard Cabrera
Maria Caldera
Carey M Fischer PA
Janis Carlson
Mary Carroll
Cristina Casabianca
David Casagrande
Hillary Cassel
Anthony Chiarello
Eddy Chielo
Christopher M Trapani P.A.
Adriana Cioara
LeslieCooney
Thomas Cooper
Charles Curtis
David W Crane P.A.
Andrew Davis
Jane Davison
Nirjari Desai
SarahDiaz
Alan Ehrlich
Shoshanna Ehrlich
Henry and Kathleen Eickelberg
Scott Eisen
Robert Feldman
Aimee Fogel
Ruben Fogel
Alan Forst

Friedman & Greenberg P.A.
Jack Friedrich
Gary M Landau PA
Lisa Gaye Smith
Denise Gentile
Jason Gibson
Scott Gill
Esther Glazer-Esh
Martin Goldberg
Lisa Goldberg
Pamela Gordon
Gregory Greenberg
Gus H Carratt P.L.
Willie Hall
Bryan Henry
Alison Herman
Robert M. Herman
Christine Hopkins
Aaron Horowitz
Howard L Greitzer, PA
Dan Jacobson
Jeffrey E Campion, PA
Jeffrey Smith, PA
Erin Jones
Brandon Jordan
John Jordan
Joseph P Wagoner PA
Barbara Junge
Jeffrey Kastner
Dara Katz
Judith Keiser
Kamran Khurshid
Kimberly Kisslan
Janisse Klotchman
Gerard Kouri
Saul Kravec
Jeffrey Kronengold
Law Office of Christine M Difiore, LLC
Law Office of Elaine J Schwartz
Law Office of Joseph Kohn
Law Offices of Neal B Lechtner PA
Lawrence J Smith, PA
Arleen Lazarus
Thomas Lee
Larry Leiby
Dorrith Leipziger
Jeannete Lewis
Gary Marks
Charlotte Mather-Taylor
Matt Hellman, P.A.
McCullough & Leboff
CFM Mediation
Pablo Meles

Elizabeth Mellon
Cori Meltzer
Andrew Meshbane
Magdaline Mintz
Tracy Mitchell
Scott Modlin
Mark Mucci
Jerrad Ohr
Maury Olicker
Pascual Oliu
Patrick O’Neal
Michael Pascucci
Jonathan Pavsner
Mac Phillips
JamesPickens
Valerie Possenti
Peter Rachman
George Rankin
Rayburn Law
Richard Sierra & Associates, PA
Michael Richmond
Robert Dunckel, Attorney at Law
Roy Rogers
Eric Rosen
Alex Rosenthal
Robert Saunders
Marcia Seligman
Sheldon J Schlesinger PA
Murray Shepard
Ronald Shnider
Jennifer Simil
Shelbe Simmons
Everett Smith
South Broward Bar Association
Shelly-AnnSpringer
Gregory Starr
Stephen R Booher American Inn of Court
Brittany Still
Adele Stone
Gerald Stopczynski
Kevin Szmuc
Meah Tell
The Law Office of August C. Paoli, PA
The Law Office of Jesse A. Lieberman, PA
Thomas Stafford PA
Dean Trantalis
Olesya Trayber
Matthew Tucker
Chad Van Horn
Jerome Ventura
Scott Weisburd
Elizabeth Winborne-Woltz
June Zhou

$350 - $599
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DONORS

$349 and Under

Lori Adelson
Michael Alman
Lauren Alperstein
Maria Antonatos
Juan Arcia
Dana Augustino
Laura Baker
Roshawn Banks
Louis Battista
Michael Bender
Mitchell & Sharon Berger
Bob Bertisch
CS Boehringer
Farah Bridges
Patrick Broderick
Ronald Brown
Devin Buckley
Richard Cabrera
Kara Cannizzaro
James Carlson
George Cavros
Abbe Cohn
Dan Cytryn
Julie Dahlgard
Larry Davis
James Dehart
Al DiCalvo
Jesse Diner
Nesha Drummond
Rhonda Dugan
Gary Englander
Angela Ergon
Jamie Finizio
Eleanore Fisher
Jeffrey Fox
Anya Francis
Sarah Franco
Jonathan Frost
Robert Frye
Mariluz Garcia
Marina Garcia Wood
Wendy Glantz
Evan Goldman
Jennifer Gottlieb
Nancy Gregoire
Janice Griffin
Annalisa Gutierrez
Jack Heda
Gary Hellman
David Hirschberg
Diana Lee Hittleman

Jeff Hittleman
Brittany Hynes
Suzanne Jarvis
Kristine Johnson
Brian Johnson
Robert Johnson
John Jordan
Shannon Kain
Robert Kalter
Eric Kay
Kevin Kelleher
Michael Kelly
Cindy Kim
Mark Kirsch
Melissa Kostovski
Alan Kramer
AileenLabi
Alejandro Larrazabal
Law Offices of Aaron Miller
Law Offices of Russell D Bernstein PA
Jacqueline Leon
Michael Lockwood
Shannon Luken
Dana Macdonald
Allison Marks
Alexis Marrero
Carolann Mazza
SheilaMcKeithen
Melissa Medrano
Nadia Metroka
Barbara Miller
Clay Miller
Robin Moselle
John Neuhauser
Lewis Niad
Naomi Nudelman
Debra Nyman
Patrice Ocasio
Kristen Palacio
Joanna Panzera
Melissa Paper
Paul M. Hoffman PA
Joi Pearsall
Warren Peebles
Valerie Peters
John Pilch
Hope Plevy
Ari Porth
Barbara Prager
Richard Pratt
Melissa Present

Kelley Price
Landon Ray
Louis Reinstein
Louis River
Rebecca Rodriguez
Ronald A Luzim, PA
Braulio Rosa
Sabrina Rosenbaum
James Rosenberg
Caran Rothchild
Nakia Ruffin
Terrence Russell
Brad Saunders
Samantha Scheff
Maxine and Steven Schindler
Janelle Schor
Martin Schwartz
Harvey Sheldon
Brigitte Silver
Alison Smith
Jeffrey Sopshin
Adele Stone
Jonathan Streisfeld
Howard Talenfeld
Shelby Tatum
Howard Tescher
The Caribbean Bar Association
The TJ Reddick Bar Association Inc.
Douglas Thiel
Marney Tokar
Jacqueline Torres
Michele Towbin Singer
John Uustal
John Van Ness
Laura Varela
Eugene Vigoa
Sara Vinas
Barbara Viota
Donald Walters
Costell Walton III
Jeffrey Wank
Matthew Waring
Lee Watson
LeviWilliams
Richard Woltmann
EdwardYevoli
Scott Zakheim
Todd Zarin
Alfred Zeiler
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Contact us to learn more about our 
programs or to schedule a tour. 

www.coasttocoastlegalaid.org
cclainfo@legalaid.org

(954) 736-2400

Lisa Goldberg, Esq.
Executive Director

Mindy Jones, Esq.  
Director, Family Law Unit

Katianna Mazard, Esq.
Director, Senior Law Unit & Title III Project

Courtney Magnus, Esq. 
Supervising Attorney, Economic Advocacy and 

Community Health Project (EACH)
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